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arrangements as would be most agreeable
to you. I came here for that purpose, but
was told that you were in the bath, and
that you requested that I would communi-
cate with Count Bertrand. In compliance
with this request I waited on the Count,
who received me in a very extraordinary
manner; nevertheless I told him my busi-
ness and put the necessary papers into his
hands. He took them and said he would
show them to the Emperor. I proposed to
explain, when he abruptly replied: cThe less
communication you and I have either ver-
bally or in writing the better.5 I replied
the wish was reciprocal, and left him. Now
I think the conduct of Count Bertrand to
me, as Governor of this island, highly im-
proper, and particularly so as I called on
him in compliance with a request of the
person he acknowledges his sovereign/*
There was silence for several minutes;
they continued to walk to and fro, Bona-
parte, apparently, meditating an answer.
At length, addressing himself to the Ad-
miral, he began: "Count Bertrand is a
man well known, and esteemed in Europe;